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FW hom Side I in Heaven but thee ? and 
there is none upon Earth that I defire 
beſides thee. My Fleſh and my Heart 
faileth : but Ged is the Strength of my 
Heart, and my Portion for ever. © 


HESE Words evidently expreſs the 
warm Breathings of a devout Mind, 

under a full Convidtion of the infi- 
| nite Excellency and Amiableneſs of 
God, and highly inflamed with Love to him, 
Whether it is the Language of Royal David, 
the ſweet Singer of 7/rael; or of Holy Aſaph, 
the chief Muſiciah, is matter of Debate among 
the Learned. Many of them incline to the 
latter Opinion, from what we read in the ſe- 
cond Book of Chronicles, Chap. xxix.30. viz. that 
Hezekiah the King, and the Pri nces, commanded 
the Levites te ſing Praiſe unto the Lord, with 
the words of David, and of Aſaph the Seer. 


Where it is obſervable that Aſaph is called a a . 


Seer, or Prophet, and his Words, which are 
communded to be ſung in the public Worſhip 
of God, as well as thoſe of David, may very 


probably refer to this, 2nd the ten following | 1 


Pſalms which bear his Name. * 
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' ſtances 


2 ASERMON on the Death 


Bor our Concern i is rather with the Inſtructi- | 
on, contain'd in the Pſalm, than with the 
Penman of it : and upon a ſerious and careful 
Peruſal, we ſhall ſoon diſcover, that he had 
been engaged in a grievous Conflict, with a 
very fore Temptation. He had been compa- 
ring the Proſperity of the Wicked, with the 
Afflictions and Troubles of the Godly ; and at 
the firſt View, he was greatly at a loſs to vindi- 
cate the Divine Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and 
Faithfulneſs in theſe Diſpenſations : yea, he 
was ready to charge God fooliſhly, and, in the 
Hurry of his Spirit, to conclude, that he had 
cleanſed his Heart in vain, and in vain - had 
wwaſh'd bis Hands in Innocency a. a 

THvs he continued in great Perplexity and 
Diſtreſs; the Enquiry he made into theſe Things 
Was painfully myſterious ; till at length he nen 
into the Sanfluary : there the Matter was ſoon 
ſet in a clear Light, and a Conviction of his 
Folly and Raſhnef deeply impreſs'd on his Spi- 
rit. Theſe he acknowledges before God with 
the deepeſt Humiliation, and Sorrow, and can 
hardly find Words ſufficiently expreſſive of his 
oven Ignorance and Baſeneſs, in arraigning the 
Feuntain e ' of Goodneſs, who in all ſuitable In- 


© A O44  ©@:M" 


Favour, never fails to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe who fear him, from thoſe who fear bim 
—_. 
Tur Pſalm cloſes with ſeveral uſeful Leſſons 
the Author of it had learned, from this grievous 
r which he leaves upon! Record, for the 


2 Caution, 
— vert 13. 


of Mrs. ReBExan STENNETT. 3 
Caution, Inſtruction, and Comfort of the People 
of God, who ſhou'd at any time be in Danger 
from the ſame Temptation, Among theſe we 
have the Words of the Text; Whom have I in + 
Heaven but thee ? and there is none upon Barth 
that I defire befides thee. My Fleſh and my Heart 
faileth, but God is the Strength of my Heart, and 
my Portion for ever. As if he had ſaid, Ma- 
ny, O Lord, are the Afflictions of the Righ- 
* teous, and I have my Share of them; but 
© ſhall I complain? Is it not enough that I 
* have God for my Father, my Friend, and 
e my Portion? Let the Wicked proſper in the 
* things of Time, and enjoy the largeſt Afflu- 
<* ence of earthly Comforts; they ſtill have 
but the Creature, they can have no more: 
** whilſt J have the Creator; and in him have 
call in all b: and who wou'd think of quit- 
« ting the Fountain, for broken Cifterns e? 
<< Ceaſe then, O my Soul, all thine ungrate- 
ful Complaints: Let every hard Thought of 
© Providence be baniſh'd for ever. God is 
** righteous, wiſe, and holy, and he is h 
God; whom thou haſt been aſſiſted ſolemn- 
< ly to chuſe; with whoſe gracious Preſence 
©. thou haſt often been refreſhed : and fay, Is 
*5 there yet any in Heaven, or on Earth, thou 
© defireſt like him? Thy Fleſh will, and thy 
Heart may fail thee; but think, O think 
<< with holy Gratitude, and humble Joy, IR- 
* HOVAH, the Strength of thy Heart, fant- 
eth not! He will u thee through Life, 
y | B 2 | 7c ſtand 


— Col. Ill. 11. 8 Jer. ii. 13. 


5 3 on the Death 


< ſtand by thee in a dying Hour, and be thy 
< enriching. ortion when, as to thee, Time 
«© ſhall be no more.“ 

Tux excellent Mr. Henry, ſpeaking of one 
of theſe Verſes, obſerves, ** that there is ſcarce- 
ly a Verſe in the whole Book of Pfalms, more 
expreſſive of pious and devout Affections of a 
Soul to God ; here it ſoars up to him, follows 
hard after him, and expreſſes. the moſt entire 
Satisfaction and Complacency in him.” 

FRroM the Words, thus viewed in theit 
Nan 4 wou'd obſerve, 


1 THAT the Great God is the moſt tab b. 
\ all-ſufficient, and only ſatisfying Portion 
of his reaſonable Creatures. None here 
below, none on Earth, no, nor in the 
World of Heaven, can make him com- 


IL pleatly.happy but himſelf. 


III. Ir 8 a moſt amazing Tiftance of the 
Grace, and Condeſeeniion of God, that 
he gives any of the ſinful Deſcendants of 

ic: fallen Man, Reaſon to conclude, that he 

. 5 is their God, in an everlaſting Covenant. 

It is with an Elevation of joyful Surprize, 

the Pfalmiſt cries out, He is the Strength 

of ” Heart, * my 50 . ever. 
m Wu EN a Believer is in the proper 


Exer- 
eile of Grace, * are warm and lively - 
bann Motions ps 


of Mei REBEKAH STENNE TT: FL 


Motions in his Heart towards God, in a 
way of. Deſire, Choice, and Preference. 
Whom have J in Harun bat thee? and 
there is none upon Earth that I "7 BE 
thee. And Denn 


IV, Axp Laſtly, The Sits ung 18 ny 
under Sickneſs; or Trouble of an ee 
and his chief Encouragement i in the View 
of Death, is the Aſſurance God has 
given him, that he is the Strength of hi: 
Heart, and will be his Portion for ever. 


Eacn of theſe I ſhall briefly conſider, and 
then make ſome 12 of the” vl le 
And, | 


1 WOULD bb, that tha Us dh gal 
Creator of all things, and he who borm d 
our Spirits, is the moſt ſia table, 22 of ha 


cient, and only- Lich, Portion of 
| reaſonable Creatures. | 
Tu rs, in a degree, is evident from the Light 
of Nature; ſo that many of the wiſer Hea- 
thens have wrote largely, and well on the Sub. 
And one would think, that /whievet 
cloſely conſiders that Parr of Man which di 
= iſhes him from the Brutes, the S 
its ſeveral Powers or Faculties, taking in- ol 
to wk View all in the Creature, which can b 
ſuppoſed to promiſe Satisfaction, muſt be co 


vinc'd, that God js the ſupreme Good, and 5 
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6 A SRRMu ON on the Death 


that if ever a thinking, immortal Spirit is hap- 
Py, it muſt be in the Favour, and Fellowſhip 


of the Father of Spirits. 


Tux avaritious Wretch indeed cries out, Give 
me Gold. Wealth is his God, and Mammon 
the Good he is purſuing. Now admit his De- 
fire is granted ; his Bags are daily fwelling, and 
his Store largely increaſed : Is he ſatisfied ? He 
may ſay, Soul, take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and 
be merry, thou haft Goods laid up for many Years d: 
but then perhaps the very Thoughts of his Ri- 
ches will not ſuffer him to ſleep : however, the 
largeſt Abundance cannot give him Eaſe from 


a ſingle Pain, nor remove the leaſt Degree of 


Sickneſs, much leſs obtain the Pardon of his 
Tranſgreſſions, and that Peace of Conſcience, 
which is eſſential to Bleſſedneſs. His Riches 
may furniſh him with the Neceſſaries, and 
Conveniences of Life; but not with a Capaci- 
ty of enjoying them: for Appetite, Reliſh, and 
Contentment are not to be bought with Money. 
He may think he has. many Friends, and be 
ſurrounded with a Number of Flatterers : but 
a guilty Conſcience ſtabs all his Joy, by repre- 
ſenting an avenging God his Enemy. And 
what will all his Treaſure ſignify in a dying 
Hour ? Will it ward off the dreadful Stroke, 
or bribe the King of Terrors to delay it one 
Moment? No! he muſt die, and leave his 
Wealth behind him: and fo far will it be from 


profiting him in the day of Wrath, that the Re- 
© membrance of it, and his inſatiable Thirſt after 


e A+ It, 
Luke xii. 19. 


of Mrs. RevEXAHSTENNETT, 7 
it, will render his Miſery more exquiſitely pain- 
ful, when he lifts up his Eyes in Hell, firipp'd 
of all, and doom'd to everlaſting Torments, 

Tu Man of Pleaſure is wild after ſenfual + 
Gratifications. Theſe he calls his Happineſs, 
But ſurely there is not a more miſerable Crea- 
ture in our World, than he who is wearyimg 
himſelf for Vanity, conſtantly purſuing an 
airy Dream, and always ſure to meet with Diſ- 
appointment. How 1s he _—_ continually 
to ſhift Place, and Company! change his Di- 
verſions, and Amuſements! Now this palls, 
and the other diſpleaſes: He is ſtill eagerly 
reaching after ſomething new; nor does he 
half enjoy the Pleaſures, he is likely to pay ſo 
dear for at laſt. If at any time he is a little ſo- 
ber and thoughtful, the bitter Stings of an ac- 
cuſing Conſcience wofully harraſs him; and in 
the Article of Death, if ſenſible, the Remem- 
brance of his paſt Madneſs, as a Lover of Plea- 
ſure more than a Lover of God e, ſtrikes him 
through with inexpreſſible Horror. 

Tur Ambitions Man may pride himſelf in the 
Diſtinction of his Family; the Number and Dig- 
nity of his Titles; the Favour of his Prince, and 
the Throng of his Levee ; but he is always diſſa- 
tished ; He is either ſeeking, if poſſible, to riſe 
higher, or afraid of loſing what he has attain- 
eck And ſhall we call that Happineſs, which 
depends on the Humour of a changeable Crea- 
ture, or the Breath of the Multitude: and 
which may be interrupted by the Careleſneſs of 

N ; a Ser- 


e 2 Tim. iii. 4. 


8 „ eee on the Deatb 


a Servant, or the Envy of a Companion? Ha- 

, one would have thought, might have en- 
joyed himſelf, and overlooked the Neglect of 
r Mordecai; but he could neither eat nor 
fleep, his haughty Spirit found no Reſt, till he 
had contrived, and, as he hop'd, ſecur'd a ſuita- 
ble Revenge. An 400 ring, proud, imperious Spi- 
it is abſolulely inconſiſtent with true Happineſs. 
But indeed where Grace and Honour meet, 
the good Man, how illuſtrious ſoever by Birth 
or Title, looks upon himſelf to be more enobled 
by deing a Member of God's Family, an Heir 
of God, and a joint Heir with Chriſt f, than if 
he cou'd trace his Deſcent from the greateſt 
Heroes, or the moſt Renowned among the 
Princes of this World. Death puts all upon a 
Level ; and the Wicked of the greateſt Name 
dic as truly accurſed, as the meaneſt of their 
ungodly Subjects. 

A Man of Learning, or one e of a ſtudious in- 
quiring Mind, is certainly in a fairer Way for Sa- 
tisfaction, than either of theſe; but after all his 
Reſearches and Attainments, if he lives without 
God, if he is a Stranger to an holy and ſpiri- 
tual Communion with him, he muſt needs be 
| miſerable. Science in every Branch has its En- 
tertainment, but cannot fill 4 Soul: nor will 
the greateſt Stock of human Knowledge ſup- 

the Mind under the Fears of Divine 
Wach, or prepare the Man to meet his Judge. 
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God has wiſely inſcribed Vanity, and Vexation 
Y Spirit, on every thing ſhort of himſelf 4 
a> An 


© F Rom. viii. 17. 


of Mrs. RREBEKAH STENNETT. 9 


And whoever is far from him, let his other 
Circumſtances be what they will, muſt neceſ- 
farily. periſi s. He is the only Portion of the 
Soul; and there is enough in him to ſatisfy it. 
| Waar an Heaven of Joy breaks in upon 
the good Man, when his God lifts up the Light 
of ha Countenance upon him, and ſheds abroad 
his Love in his Heart? When he hears him 
pronounce his Pardon, faying, I, even I am 
he, that blotteth out thy Tran /erefſions, and will 
not remember thy Sins h? This removes his 
painful Fears, about the Conſequence of Guilt, 
and gives him Confidence in the Thought of 
appearing before his Maker. He knows, and 
is ready, with Shame and Confuſion, to acknow- 
ledge, he has ſinned againſt Heaven, and be- 
fore God; that he has deſerved to be baniſh'd 
his Preſence, and to be caſt into Hell; but 
when he is pleas d to aſſure him, there is For- 
giveneſs with him, and that he will not impute 
his Tranſgreſſions unto him, he feels the Sweet- 
neſs of the Mercy in his Soul; and can fay with 
holy Triumph, I thy Favour is Life i, and thy 
Loving-kis eſe is better than Lafek. k, And 
ſurely he muſt be aſcertain'd of all needful 
Good, who has a gracious God continually, to 
provide for him. David's Concluſion is built 
upon the ſtrongeſt Premiſes; © The Lord is my 
wh * Shepherd. 1 ſhall not want l. My Breag 
e ſhall be given me, and my: Water ſhall: be 
* Ar b. m, in a natural „ is 
'C __. 


. © Pfal. Ixxiii. 27. „ Tha, xliii. 25. Pfal. xxx. 
« Pal, Ixiii. 3. Pal. xxiü. 1. If, xxxiii. 18. . 
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to AS ERMON vn the Deatb 
4 If my heavenly Father ſees it beſt; I ſhou'd 
4 have Hat a little of this World; he can eafi- 
e ly ſweeten it with his Preſence, and make 
the plaineſt Fare, a richer Entertainment, 
than all the Dainties of the Ungodly : If he 
gives me more, he can ſanctify it to my 
Good, and keep me from the Abuſe of it. 
« Under his Protection I am ſecure in the 
* midſt of Dangers, and led by his Conduct I 
e cannot err. A Smile from bim will make 
« Death welcome, and in his blifsful Preſence 
* I ſhall find a Fulneſi of Toy, and Pleafures 
e for evermore v. 

- Bur, alas, however right this Reaſoning is, 

ſuch is the remaining Power of Corruption 
in good Men themſelves, that even — are too 
apt to ſeek the Living among the Dead, and to 
diſgrace their high Privileges and Attainments 
by a tos vigorous Purſuit after the things of 
Senſe and Time: fo that the beſt among us 
may perhaps have Reaſon to pauſe a little here, 
and ſay within himſelf, Poor, wandering, 
* miſtaken Heart of mine, whither art thou 


going? What art thou ever and anon reach- 


„ing after? Had God gratified thee in all thy 


e vain Defires, and with-held himſelf. from 


« thee, how miſerable had thy Condition been 

7 long ago? Wou'd the largeſt Share of Ri- 

& ches, Pleaſures, or Honours, or the greateſt 

5 Proficiency in learned Accompliſhments; 

* have ever been able to yield thee fo muck 

«. true Delight, as a believing Meditation on 
| Ede 
a Palm xVi. 11. 
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the Grace of the Covenant, and of thy own 
« Intereſt in it, or a ſweet Survey of the pre» 
e cjous Promiſes of the Go ſpel, and a com- 
e fortable and well grounded View of thy c own 
e Title to them? What Jo like that of C 
* munion with God? What] Joy of this kind 
haſt not thou, thro Grace, ſometimes concei- 
e ved? And yet, alas, how much has he, 
< neglected and forgotten by thee! Let it from 
2; „ this Day be engrayen upon my Heart, as 2 

Maxim of ſtanding Uſe for my Inſtruction, 
© and Caution, that every Ban of. Provi- 
« ence, and all creature Comfort, when an- 
— Bified, are great and undeſerved F. E ; 
% but God £ 4 is the Portion of my * 
Which leads me to obſerve, 


II. TuarT it is a wonderful Inſtance e of Fa 
Grace, and Condeſcenſion of f el. that 
he ſhou'd give any of the ſinful Deſceny 

dants of a fallen and rebellious Creatu Gel 


Reaſon to conclude, that he is heir 
in an everlaſting omg: . Plalmi 
appealing to God, wi ul Appropria- 
tion, calls him his Strength, and ** 2 
tion for ever. 


Tu infinite Diſtance there is between the 
High and Lofty One, who inhabits Eternity o; 
the moſt excellent and glorious of his Crea- 
tures, accounts for the Obſervation of the ſa- 
cred Penman, That be ove himſelf to 21 
2 | 


| „ Ifa vil, ug, 


ö 


12 AS ENMON on the Death © 
the things done in Heaven p. Eve Commu- 
nication of Light, and Fayour, to the brighteſt 
Seraph attending his Throne, is a Stoop in this 
glorious Sovereign; who owes his Creatures 
nothing, nor can poſſibly be laid under the 
Shadow of an Obligation. hat then is Man, 
that he ſhou'd be mindful of him, or the Son of 
Man; that he ſhou'd vit him“? What is a 
Worm taken out of the Duſt, whoſe Date is 
but of Nefterday, and who is cruſh'd before the 
Mothr? A finful Worm, who has mot traite- 
rouſly rebell'd againſt his Maker ; whoſe firſt 
Father finn'd, and who himſelf naturally drinks 
in Iniquity like Water *? Will that God, in 
whoſe Sight the Heavens are not clean, and 
who charges his Angels with Follyt, vouch- 
fafe ſo much as to. look on him? When 7: 
Bis Blood, caſt forth, to the hathing of © his 
Perſon u, ſhall infinite Mercy pity, and adorable 
Sovereignty ſay unto him, Live? To ſpare him, 
and not to cut him off, and fend him down to 
the Regions of everlaſting Miſery, as he moſt 
juſtly Edel was more than could have been 
expected, eſpecially if we attend to the righ- 
teous Severity of God to the fallen Angels: 
but to take him into his Family, to make him 
his Child, to declare himſelf his Father and his 
God, we may well ſay, Wonder, O Heavens, 
and be amaz d, O Earth! — And fo much the 
more, if we conſider the Expence God has been 
. at, 


2 Plat cxiii. 6. Pal. viii, 4. Job iv. 19. 
N Jed XV. 16. t Job iv. 18. u Ezck. xvi. E. 


of Mrs Risxx un SrBuvbI 13 ga 
at, to bring about this-aſtoniſhing Deſign of 


Grace and Love: His eternal and well:beloved © 


Son is given out of his Boſom, to take the hu- 
man Nature, and after a Life of the molt ſur- 
priſing Humiliation, muſt die the accurſed 
Death of the Croſs: in conſequence of which, 
the Holy Ghoſt is ſent into the Heart, to re- 
new aid ſanctify it, that nothing ſhould hinder, 
in a way nach to the divine Perfections, 
the compleat Salvation, and everlaſting Happi- 
neſs of the poor Sinner. 

AND then, ſuch are the Remains of Sin and 
Corruption, and fo manifold the Imperfections 
found with the beſt of God's Children, aſter 
being taken into his Family, that the Wonder 
is no leſs, that God ſhould at any time familiar. 
ly converſe with them, ' and graciouſly acquaint 
Vo with his unchangea ble Love to them, 
and their indiſſoluble Relation to him.” Had he 
reſerved this for the World of Light and Viſion, 
where the Spirit is deliver'd from all Defilement, 
made perfect in Knowledge and Purity, and out 
of the Danger of any Temptation, or Defecti- 
on; and in this imperfe& State had he only given 
the Knowledge of a Poſſibility or Peradventure 
of it, it would have been an unſpeakable Fa- 
vour; but, O the Riches of divine Grace! How 
marvellous and endearing! that he ſhould take 
one of his Children after another, and as it were 
leading them. by the Hand, ſhould bring them 
into the Secret of his Preſence, unvail his Face, 
and ſeal home the Imprefſians of his Love; fay- 
ing, Fear not, for Tam with thee ; be not tmay d, 
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24 4 nen on * Dead 


for 1 am; thy God: T will firengthen thee ; yea; 


Iwill help ther; yea, I will upbold thee api 76 the 
right Hand of my. Reghteogfneſs I gm thine; 
call every Perfection, Promiſe, Ordinance, and 
—— 7 7 ail never. leave thee, nor 

farſake thee*; Treft in my Love towards dar- 
will guide thee with wy. Counſel, and afterward 
receiue thee to Glory This is Grace indeed ! 
Goodneſs worthy * a God : whoſe Name is 


2 and merciful, and hoſe Nature i is 


.'TwAarT. fome Sails have had moſt oxttain 
5 comfortable Aſſurances of God's ſpecial 
is evident from Scripture; Abraham 
could. condude no leſs, when God ſaid to him, 
T. am-tby Sbield, end thy. exceeding great We 
Ward a: David, with holy Triumph, ſays, 
The 3 it Ligbt and my Salvation ba 
Daniel was told — an Angel from Heaven, 
he Was a Man greatly beltved. of Gode: And 
the, Apoſtle Paul could fay; ſpeaking of Chrj jt, 


ho loved me, and gave 65 "for ine d. 


Ir it is faid, theſe were. extraordinary Per- 


ſons, and the Manifeſtations peculiar and mira- 
culous;-it muſt be allo d, in the preſent Day, 


we ate not to 1 5 that God ſhould ſ 
us immediately from Heaven, or look — 


Angel to bring us an Account that our 3 

are enrolled in the Book of Life; but our 

heayealy Father has Sr wrote out Wor his 
, | 22998 ord, 


s 7 Zeph. i iii. 17. 
cken xv. 1. vfl, gavii 1. © Day x- 13+ 4. Gil. it. ic. 
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Word, the Evidences we are to . 
ſuch as Nepentance unto Life, eb 1 4 
hearty, ingenuous Sorrow for 5 an Fs 
horrence of it, 72 8577 tar — it; Faith 
our Lord Tefu expreſſed in our fes 
for 192 2 la 1 oH Hun, tbe great Hope") 
before us; 4 FM Far of God, 525 ſupreme 
Love to him; with a Deſire, and Endeavour fo 
walk in all bib Ordindnces and Commandments 
blameleſs. And leſt the humble Chriſtian ſhould 
be always fluctuating between Hope and Fear, 
it is the great Office of the Spirit to witnels to 
his own Work; and this he does, ſometimes 
ſo ſweetly,” and powerfully, that the Children 
of God can ſee the Image of their Father in a 
meaſure drawn out upon them, Ino wum 

they have believed *, and rejoice wrth Toy un- 
ſpeakable and full of G k. 5 
Bes1DEs which, there are ſome foeckal Sea- 
fons, in which they more immediately ſee the 
reconcil'd Fate of God; he 'comes to them i in 
a Promiſe, fills an Ordinance, and inſtructs them 
by a Providence, graciouſly wh iſpering his Love 
in all, faying, 7 am thine, arid thou art mint; be- 
hold 1 Rave! graven thee on my Heart, and i on 
the Palins of my Hands s, thou art dear to me 
as the Apple of mine Bye —— on form'd 
againſt 10 2 * Tong gue which | 

riſes - againſt thee in Fudgment 4 "Bal con- 
demm ij. O what a 8255 18 this? Will God it in 
very 


. 2 Tim. i „% t IIa. xlix, 16. 
> Deut. ii. 10. * La. liy, 17. 4 $255 = 5 


16 A SERMON: on the Death \. 

Ty. Deed thus dwell with Men on this Earth ? 
ſhalt any of them be able comfortably to ſay, 
Truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with 
his Son Feſus Chriſt |? Let us fall down before 
the Lord, and wih Hearts full of Gratitude, 
cry out, Behold, what manner of Love 1s this ? 

O the Height, and Depth, the Length and 
Breadth of this Grace, which is incomprehen- 
fible, and paſſeth all Knowledge We go on to 
obſerve, 


III. THAT when the Believer 3 is in the pro- 
per lively Exerciſe of Grace, there will be 
ſome warm and active Motions i in his Soul 

towards God, in a way of Deſire, Choice, 
and Preference ; Whom, ſays the holy 
Pſalmiſt, have T'in Heaven but thee ? - - 
there is none on Earth that 1 1 be 
theet - 


© THAvE, as if he had aid. my Relations, 
* Friends, and Intereſts, nor am 1 inſenſible 
<6 of the Advantages attending them; but God 
_** 138. infinitely beyond them all. None like 
< him, in my View; none to be compar'd 
* with him, in my Lore; ; None, abſolutely 
% none. No Perſons, Poſfeſſions, Honours, 
e or Pleaſures to be regarded in Compari fon 
« of him, or in Com tifion with him: all 
* are taſteleſs without him, and chearfully to 
« be quitted for him.” 


| | F I rox't 
21 Kings viii. 7. vs John i. 3. 1 


* # 
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I pow'T, ſay the Chriſtian always feels the 
| ſame Warnith 1 in his Deſires or Go or Zeal 

in his Affection for him: but when Grace is 
in its proper Exerciſe, he can ſay with David, 
As the Hart panteth after the Wa ater Brooks, 1 
panteth my Soul after thee, O God. My Sou 
thirfteth for God, for the living God : When ſhall 
T come and appear before God m? And if atany - 
time, his Deſires, through Temptation or Cor- 
ruption, run low, the Bias of his Mind is 
for God: here his Judgment is fix d, nor wo 
he go back from the Choice be has been ena- 
bled to make of God for his Portion, for ten 
thouſand Worlds. His Determination, in the 
Strength of Grace, is, if call'd to it by Provi- 
dence, to give up Life, with all its deareſt In- 
tereſts for 175 Glory, whoſe he is, and Rap 
he deſires above all to love and ſerve. 

THE good Man is much affected with bb 

preſ ent Mercies, he heartily bleſſes God for 
Food, and Raiment, for Health, and for Pro- 
tection, for all the Neceſſaries and Convenien- | 
ces of Life : If Grace is given to others, and eſ- 


ſpecially to. thoſe for whom he has a natural - +» 


and a tender Regard, he feels the Mercy; dif- 
fuſe a ſacred Jay in his own Spirit: He PO A 
high Value on the Communion he has with the 
Saints, and therr Feet are beautiful an the Moum- 
tains who bri ng him the good Tidings of Salva- 
tion n. He loves tbe Habitation of God's Houſe, 
and the Place where . his wy drwells o; Ns 
D 
„ . v 1,2. . n. . pt A. A. 


18 AS ERMON on the Death © 
fe. firlds Wiſdom's Ways are Ways of Pledſant- 
neſs, and all. her Pa Ys are Prace : But fill; 
there is hont on Earth he deres, as he d res 
his God. Some bf theſe may have an inſtru- 
17 5 Influence on his outward Profit and Ad- 
age, and others of them on his ſpiritual 
xovetnent and Comfort; and the Spirit of 
Gar may ſanctify them all to his Benefit here, 
and Eo fo them cohducive to his better Inte- 
kelte hereafter : but ſtill God. only can flit) 
the Defires 11 immortal ul. 

Nav, In Heaven itſelf there are none he des 
fires Þ much as God, nor would all the otliet 
Enjoyments there, content him, were his God 
bf ent. To converſe familiarly with Saints 
and Angels, in the Regions of Light and Glo. 
Ty, thuſt be highly entertaining to ſanctified 
Minds; but then it is fo, as they are mutually 
imparting their exalted Apprehenfiohs of the 
divine Perfections. God is the conſtant Theme 
of their Meditations, and his Glory, eſſential or 
manifeſftatioe, the great Subject of their Con- 
verſation. Heaven itſelf, e be no Heaven 
to a Child of God, if his Father were not there : 
To that the Plalmiſt ſpeaks in the Text the com- 
mon Language of 7 whole Family, when in 
a proper Frame. If they differ in 6 Re 
here, yet ſtill in this they all agree, and in 

3 5 irations after God, cry out 1 one Voic 

m have we in H. erben but thee, and there 
is none upon Earth tbat we dejfire befides thee, 
Which brings on our laſt Remark, v2. 

a 


Pp Prov. lil. 17. 
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IV. Tran the great Support of: a Chriſtian, 
under Sickneſs, or Trouble of any kind; 
and his chief Encouragement in the Views 
of Death, is an Aſſurance from God, that 
he will be the Strength. of his Heart, and 
his Portion for ever ; My Fleſh and n my 
Heart faileth, but God is the ee of 
my Heart and my Portion for ever. 


3 My E 775 or Strength, may very 
c“ ſoon, bat certainly boil in the End fail me. 


ns, Pining Sickneſs —— conſume my Fleſh, or 
« racking Pain reduce my Strength long be- 
fore I reach to old Age; however, it muſt 
* wither and periſh then, My Heart muy 
Fail me too, my Judgment, Memory, an 
« all my Faculties be for time ſhatter'd, = 
if not quite loſt, be greatly impair d: my 
< Courage and ' Reſolution, my 75 — and 
my Joy, may in a great meaſure fink and de- 
<< — 10 4 1 — not find my Head, 
4 —— or Hands as formerly: but k if Gad is 
« the Strength of my Heart, be will never fail 
„ me: his everlaſting Arm ſhall be undernea th 
d me: he will kindly ſuit his Help to my 
cc. Circumſtances, will ſuſtain and u ohold me, 
and carry me thro' all my Difficulties. And 
«- if he weakens my Strength in the Mays, in 
“ order to bring me to Death and the Grave, 
te he will be with me in both, Þ es; ring, if not 
* * calightening my Paſlage, and fanet ” the 
_— Grave 


4 Fial. cii. 23. 


20 A SERMON on the Death 
Grave as the Repoſitory of my Duſt, till the 
Morning of the RefurreQion,” | 
Ir is obſervable, that the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks in 
the preſent Tenſe, he 7s the Strength of my 
Heart; not only he has been fo, and I truſt he 
will be fo, but as one, now ſenſible of his ſu- 
ſtaining Arm, be is the Strength of my Heart: 
or as it is in the Original, the Rock of my Heart. 
* Here my Soul fixes, under this Shadow I 
© abide: his Wiſdom, Power, Grace and 
e Faithfulneſs, made over to me in an ever- 
* laſting Covenant, make me eaſy in the Pro- 
< ſpect of the Decays of Nature, and embol- 
« den me to look on Death and the Grave 
< without deſponding Fear, or {laviſh Anxie- 
He ſays nothing particularly as to God's 
Concern about his Fleſh; well knowing that, by 
the Decree of Heaven, it muſt return to the 
Duſt from which it was taken : but all was 
compriz'd in this, He is the Strength of my 
Heart, and as ſuch will take care of me, 
* and every Part of me; nor can I fail of any 
*© Degree of Bleſſedneſs, if He is my Portion 
for ever.” My Portion for ever | 1. 
Word ſurely has the ſweeteſt Emphaſis; He 
18: what is he? He is the Great, the Glo- 
* rious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, the God 
©. whoſe Preſence makes an Heaven for An- 
© gels; who has infinite, unſearchable, and 
© never to be exhauſted Treaſures of Glory: 
* He is a Portion, that is a Good equal to 
the Deſires, and ſuited to the Appetite of an 
5 | immortal, 
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of Mrs. REBEKAHSTENNET T. 21 
< he hath made over himſelf to me, ſaying, I 
« am thy God; all that I am, and all that I 
© have is thine: And to compleat the Merey, 
* He is my Portion for ever. The Wicked, 
* who proſper in this World, have their Par- 
« ions; but is it for ever? A few Years run 
* out, and where are they? Gone out of our 
* World, and their Subſtance in other Hands: 
% But my Portion is not like theirs; I have a 
more noble ſatisfying Good, and I have this 
* Good for ever. My Soul is immortal, and 
* my Portion, will never fail.” And ſurely 
when Faith is aſſiſted to take up this Concluſi- 
on, upon Scripture Evidence, tho' Fleſh and 
Heart fail, the Believer may, and ought to re- 
Joice in God, who-is the Strength of his Heart, 
and his Portion for ever. | 14> 
Haix thus endeavour'd to give you the 
Senſe of the Words, and offered theſe brief Re- 
marks upon them, as the Time allotted me 
would permit, I proceed to make ſome Appli- 
cation. And then, 


1. How weak a Part do thoſe Perſons 
act, who take up with any thing ſhort of 
God for their Portion? Poor miſtaken Crea- 
tures ! to pleaſe and fatisfy themſelves with the 
Shadow, and negle& the Subſtance. What 
they call Gain, will in the End appear to be 
meer Vanity and Emptineſs, with the ſtinging 
EL Reflection, 
r I. A. %/% „ © n | 
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Reflection, that they hade miſo d of Gig, thechief 
Good, and plunged themſelves into an Abyſs of 
Miſery, and that for ever. In vain do the 
ſeek-for Happineſs in the Creature, and mu 
leſs in criminal Gratifications. Conſcience, un- 
leſs ſear d, muſt needs tell them, that they are 
feeding ou Afpes, that 4 deceived Heart bath 
turned them afide, and that they have a Lye in 
their right Hande. They may, for a time in- 
deed, .compaſs themſelves about with . Sparks, 
wall in the Light of their Fire, and im the 
arts that they baue kindled ; but this Hall 
« haue f the Hand of the Lord, in the End 
Mull they Ilie down in Sorrow t. 'Confider, the 
Lord grant you may .confpder this, ye that for- 
get God, left he tear you in Pieces, and there he 
nome to deliver u] There is mo Medium; if 
God is not your Portion, Hell muſt : and bow 
will you 2 with everlaſting Burnings  ! 
—_ 4 -.--, e $0 


2. Waar little Reaſon have good Men to 
envy the Proſperity of the Wicked? Read this 
Pſalm carefully, and ſay, would you change 
Condition with them? Would you have their 
guilty Reflections for all their ill- gotten Wealth, 
cheir empty Honours, and their other mean 
and brutal Gratifications? At preſent they may 
be eaſy, and chearful; hut it is the Effect of a 
fatal Security. They are now in ſlippery Pla- 
ces, but will ſoon be brought down into De- 
4 ſtruction; 

Ila. xlv. 20. Chap. I. 11, » Plalm I. 22. „IIA. xxxiii. 14. 
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Rruftimi x3 pen, ſometimes, how ue they 
brought: into Deſolatium, us in, , They 
are atterly conſumed with Terrorsy.' But were 
their Sins to die with them, and were there n 
After-reckoging for their Tranſgr - What 
are all their Joys united together, if compared. 
with this one moſt ſubſtantial and del 
Reflection, that God is yoar Portion? Confider 
a little, all you that fear: and love "Gody.3avbae © 
your God is, what he has dne for you already: 
read his e great and precious Pbomiſta, 
and take ſuch a View; tho' a diſtant. dne, as 
they will afford you of tie Glories of the up- 
per World, which are reſerved and ptepared for 
you; and then envy them if ydu can. Vou are 
the bleſſedl of the Lord, this Heart is towards 
ou, and his Eye ever upon you : He has given 
700 his Son, his Spirit, his Covenant, and if 
u have no more, is not this a goodly-Heri- 
tage? Well might the Pfalmilſt ſay, ven con- 
— of his Negligencs in this reſpect, 22 
liſh was 1, and ignorant, Fwas as a 
fore thee n. It is enough, Saints, e 
continually with hour. God; that he Hold you by 
the right' Hand; that he w,, guide you by tes 
2 and 950 receive YOu fo ON _ 


” Hu vs e eee 
vi Experience with our own, to be 
r Coolneſs of our Lowe 


to 
* Plal, Iv. 23. 7 P. al. Ixxiii. 19. * Ver! 22. Ver. 23.7 
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24 A SERMON on the Death ©. 
to God? How feeble 3 Deſires after _ 
how wav our Dependance upon him? 
and how NT and inconſtant our Delight. in 
him? Can we ſay with the fame holy Fervour, 
Whom have we in Heaven but thee, — there is 
none on Earth that we defire befides thee? Time 
was, I hope, when we comfortably, felt ſome- 
thing of this Frame: but have we not-/e eft our 
firſt:LoveÞ ? God is always the ſame, and our 
Obligations to him are continually : increaſing. 
O the dreadful Treachery-of our Hearts! What 
poor Returns do we make him! The Lord 
grant we may conſider whence we are fallen, 
and repent, and do our firſt Works c. The Aſſu- 
Tance he has given us, that he will be the 
Strength of our ” Hl earts, and our Portion for 
ever, is a moſt powerful Motive to attract our 
Souls, and increaſe our Delight in him. Let 
us then aſcend by Faith where God is; let us 
draw near his Throne; let us ſurvey his Glo- 
and behold the Triumphs of his Love in 
the Face of the great.Redeemer; and this View 
will ſurely melt our Souls into ſuch a Temper, 
that we ſhall humbly own our broken Vows 
.and Wanderings from him, with a Contrition 
ſuitable to our Ingratitude and Folly: Let us 
offer up our moſt fervent 4 throu gh 
the kind Hand of this powerful Interceſſor, 
2 the aſtoniſhing Love, by which we are . | 
guiſhed, may, through the Influence of the 
vice Spirit, draw out the warmeſt Deſires of 


| I Rev. it 4. ö 


1% 4 


1 STENNE TT. a 


our Souls after God, unite our Hearts more effe- 
ctually to him; and chat our Faith and Love may 
be productive of a growing Improvement in Ho- 
lineſs, and univerfal Conformity to tlie divine 
ä Will. And, to which I will add, 


4. Ir the Believer, at ſuch a Diſtance, and 
attended with ſo many Diſadvantages, when 
in a good Frame, can lay hold on ſuch Com- 
fort, and take up ſuch Reſolutions as theſe ; 
with what Improvement of Wonder and Joy, 
will he join the Hallelujab's of the Saints above, 
when he ſhall be admitted into the immediate 
Preſence of God, and ſhall ſee him Face to Face? 
— Now the great Queſtion often returns, Is he 
mine? And in proportion to the Evidence. that 
he is ſo, the Heart rejoices: But when he 
comes to ſtand before the Throne, and God 
| ſhall make known his Love in the World 4 
Glory, with what Tranſports will he cry ou 
He it my Portion ! This God is my God, and. 
ill be fo for ever and ever! 

SUCH was the Faith and Hope, on this Side 
the Grave, and ſuch no doubt is the Triumph 
now, of our honoured Friend Mrs. RebekahbSten- 
nett, the late excellent Conſort of your Re- 
verend Paſtor, whoſe Life, from her Convers 
fon to her Death, was a Tranſcript of our 
Text, in a Way of Deſire and Delight, and at- 
tended with very diſtinguiſhing Intimations 
from her heavenly Father, that he was tbe 
Strength of her Heart, and would be her Par- 
tion for ever. 


E IsrAxn 
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I $TAND not here to paint the Sepulchres of 
the Dead: what we fay, on theſe Occaſions, 
can neither add to the Bleſſedneſs of the Spi- 
rits of the Juſt, already made perfe&; nor can 
any Detraction ſoil their Glory, or interrupt 
their Felicity. But where great Grace has been 
beſtow'd, it ſhould be acknowledg'd, and exem- 
plary Virtue ſhould be recorded for public Im- 
mitation. | 

AND it is but little, very little Ican do, to em- 
balm the Memory of this precious Saint. Thoſe 
who knew her, need not be told ſhe was a 
moſt extraordinary Perſon in every Relation ; 
diſtinguiſhed above moſt, for her regular and 
undiflembled Piety, her great Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, her moſt exact and holy Walk, 
together with a ſteady Adherence to the great 
Truths of the Goſpel, and a zealous Concern 
for the Glory of God, and the Good of all a- 
bout her. But to be more particular, 

SHE very juſtly eſteem'd it her greater Ho- 
nour to be deſcended from Parents diſtinguiſh- 
ed for Piety and Religion, than the Claim they 
had of a Deſcent, on both Sides, from Fami- 
lies of very eminent Rank in the Country 
where they liv'd. The Memory of her pious 
and excellent Father, Mr. Nathanael Morgan, 
of Uske Caſtle in the County of Monmouth, will 
not ſoon be loſt among the Friends of vital Re- 
ligion in that Country : nor will his Charity to 
his poor and ignorant Neighbours be eafily for- 
got ; a Charity which was extended not-only 
to their outward Support, but to the W of 

"oF | elr 
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their precious and immortal Souls, by his free 
and affectionate Labours in the Goſpel among 
them. Her Mother, who was the Daughter 
of Captain Samuel Jones, of the Grange in the 
ſame County, inherited a rich Share of the 
Graces which ſo eminently ſhone in that Wor- 
thy Gentleman. 51 
Non would I fo much as mention the Biel 
fings of Nature, with which the Deceas'd was 
very remarkably favour'd, but to obſerve, that 
few of her Sex who have been ſo adorn'd, have 
ſo early got ſuch a Victory over the Snares, 
to which ſuch Advantages uſually | expoſe 
them. 

THe pious Inſtructions and holy Examples 
of her Parents were in ſuch a manner bleſs d, 
as to make very early Impreſſions on her ten- 
der Mind; ſo that (as appears by an Account 
found among her Pipers he fe fell under great 
Convictions at ten Years of Age; and theſe 
were renew'd and increas'd by the affecting 
| Loſs of her dear Mother, who departed this 
Life, about three Years after, in a very trium- 
phant manner. A little before her Difſol ution, 
it ſeems, ſhe call'd her Children round her, 
and, in a moſt ſolemn manner, made them le. 
verally promiſe, as they ſhoukd -anſiver it be- 
fore the Tribunal of the great God, that they 
would be found in his 3 1 Let them be 
found there, faid ſhe, and God will call 
e them in dae dare, 5 if they N to 
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SHE was greatly impreſs'd with: this mourn. 
ful Providence, and awful Charge; but ſhe ap- 
prehended the effectual Change was not wroug t 
upon her, till ſhe came under the Sound of an 
awakening Sermon, from Ads xxvi. 28. This 
was in the Bloom of Youth, at the Age of ſix- 
teen, while ſhe was at School at Briſtal. She 
On after put on a public Profeſſion: and, as 
her Faith was founded on the pure Principles 
of divine Grace, and i in an humble Senſe of her 
own Umworthineſs and Weakneſs; ſo, by the 
Help of the ſame Grace, ſhe maintain'd the 
Honour and Beauty of her Profeſſion, through 

all the Frowns and Flatteries of a vain World, 
and the too general Decay of vital Religion „ to 
the End of her Life. 3 
Sur was very exemplary in all her Relati- 
ons, a dutiful Daughter, a moſt affectionate 
and obliging Wife, Nr a tender Mother. As 
the Wife of a Miniſter, ſhe ſtudied cloſely this 
Character, as it is recommended i in the Scrip- 
tures; and putting it diligently into ' Practice, 
{he contributed. the moſt conftant and kind AC. 
ſiſtance and Comfort to her Huſband, in all the 
Difficulties of his Station, And though ſhe 
bore a zealous and-invariable Teſtimony, in this 
declining Pay, 'to the 1 Doctrines of the 
Goſpel of Gee, and againſt, Sin in every 
Shape; yet, daring that Relation, for near thir- 
ty Years, it is not remember d that ſhe ever gave 
2 remarkable Offence toany one; while, at the 
fame time, ſhe enjoy d the Bleſſings of the poor 
ang; the afflicted, zs the conſtant Reward a of 
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her bountiful Hand, and her tender and ſym- 
pathizing Heart. abe 5 2 
In the Character of a Mother ſhe alſo e. 
cell'd moſt of her Sex, training up her Chil- 
dren in the Nurture of the Lord, under her 
own Eye, always prudently uniting her Au- 
thority and Tenderneſs together; and ſa blend 
ing her religious Counſels with. thoſe that were . 
neceſlary ſor their Uſefulneſs in civil Life, and 
following —_— _ — _ and het 
holy Example, as, thro! reat Mercy of 
God, Was — with no ſinall Succels . on 
their Minds. And though the had eleven Chil- 
dren in thirteen Years, yet ſhe was not obſer - 
ved to abate at all, in the induſtrious and wiſe 
Oeconomy of her Family Affairs, till ſhe was 
rendred incapable of it by her laſt Illneſs. She 
all along entertained ſuch juſt and habitual Sen- 
timents of the Emptineſs of this vain World. 
that ſhe uſed to fay, ſhe ſought not the great 
things of it for her Children, but what ſhe had 
conſtantly, and almoſt alone, in her View, was 
their Uſefulneſs and their Salvation. 
Hex Religion was without Affectation, calm 
and uniform; and though: without Noiſe and 
Shew, yet how cloſely the walked with God ap- 
peared by the whole Courſa of her Converſa- 
tion, Nor is every thing doſt tu her Family that 
paſs'd in the Secrecy ef her beloved Retire- 
mente, ſhe having left ſuch Memoirs behind 
her, of the devout and ſweet Tranſactions of 
thoſe ſolemn Seafons, which the r ſet 
apart for intimate Converſe with God, and her 
n own 
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own Soul, as will be laſting Teſtimonies of that 
conſtant Correſpondence the maintain'd with 
Heaven, and, it is to be hoped, of great Ser- 
vice to. her mournful Family. 
- I SHALL give you an Extract or two of 
thoſe Papers, by which you will be able to 
form the beſt Judgment of the Temper of her 
Mind, and to what good Purpoſes thoſe bleſſed 
Retirements were employ'd. On theſe Seaſons, 
ſhe uſed in the moſt folemn Manner to hum- 
ble her Soul before God, to recognize her ſpe- 
cial Obligations to Heaven, to examine ns 
State and Frame, and to renew her Vows, and 
lay her Heart under freſh Engagements to the 
Lord. The following are ſome of the holy 
Refolutions which, on theſe Occafions, ſhe 
took up, and.the Rules ſhe laid down for her 
Conduct, | 
IHA propos'd, fays ſhe, and, in 
© the divine Strength, I have reſoly'd, to ab- 
againſt the 
« firſt Motions of it in my deceitful Heart, to 
* make it my Study and Prayer, to know when 
* 1 am tempted, and never to: parley with 
** Temptation, but reſolutely to oppoſe, and, 
* in divine Strength, to conquer it. I would 
* learn chearfully to deny ' myſelf, and to 
have every Day leſs Expectation from Things 
© below. I would watch over the Door of 
* my Lips, that L may utter nothing with m 
* Tongue, but what has been firſt well con- 
S fider'd in my Heart. I would be tempe- 
3 rate 
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« rate in all Things, and conſtantly labour toſab= 
« due Pride and Paſſion.— I would walk with an 
e holy Awe of God all the Day long; Zenderly, 
<* ſo as not to grieve the Holy Spirit, and at the 
<* fame time, I would run chearfully the Way of 
* his Commandments.— Faith is the Lite of the 
Soul, and I would live by Faith. O may 
J always watch and pray againſt Unbelief! 
I would learn an entire Submiſſion to 
the divine Will in all Things, that Patience 
«© may have its perfect Work, and that nothing 
* may be a Burden to me but Sin.— I would 
have ſuch a Zeal for God's Glory, as ſhould 
<* engage me to bear a faithful Teſtimony for 
< him, and the deſpiſed Truths of the Goſpel, 
© on all Occaſions; and at the ſame time, I 
* would be poſſeſs d of great Meekneſs and 
* Lowlineſs of Mind, efteeming every one of 
God's People better than myſelf, forgiving all 
© Injuries I receive for the Sake of Chriſt, who 
* hath forgiven me, loving others as he hath 
e loved the Church, and putting on, as holy 
© and beloved of Chriſt, Bowels of Compaſſion 
* and Tenderneſs to all, but eſpecially to thoſe 
* that bear the Image of Chriſt, in all their 
Infirmities, Temptations, and Diftrefſes.— |. 
* would labour to be more uſeful in Conver- 
e ſation, and that I might converſe more freely 
* about the Things of God. I would be fo 


* fill'd with heavenly Treaſure, that the World 
* might have no Room in my Heart, that 1 
* might never have any diſtreſſing Thought a- 
bout it, O that the Bleſſings of. it may be 
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* fweet to me, through my dear Jeſus, and not 
*. one Corruption be nouriſh'd by them O 
that the Word of God may not be a ſealed 
« Book to me! that all the divine Ordinances 
*: may delight and nouriſh my Soul; that 
I may hunger and thirſt after them, and not 
© only come to the Table of the Lord in Obe- 
* dience to his Command, but indeed diſtern 
* the Lord's Body there l would have my 
« dear Family much upon my Heart before 
« God. — O that all the Souls in it, both 
< Children and Servants, may be the Lord's, 
< and may be converted to him in the Days of 
* their Youth! I would, in the Strength of 
“ Chriſt, daily exert my poor Endeavours after 
© this great Bleſſing: and may I have Wiſdom 
<* from above to manage my Family aright, in 
< all Reſpects, ſo that I may be made a Hleſ- 
« fing to every one in it, and that they may be 
< all made Bleſſings to me; that Harmony 
te and Order may always dwell among us, that 
c our Comforts may daily grow, that the 
© Beauty of the Lord may be upon us, and 
* that we may have ſpiritual Joy all the Day 
* long !——1 would alſo, more ſolicitouſſy and 
<« conſtantly defire the Profperity and Advance. 
«© ment of God's Glory, and Chriſt's Kingdom, 
and the Welfare of all round about me; that 
*« Sinners might be more abundantly converted, 
e the Church abound with Gifts and Graces, 
and that Peace, and Love, and Union might 
ebe more promoted among Chriſtians all over 
the Earth; that more Holineſs might be ſhed 
| < abroad 
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© abroad among God's People, and then ſurely 
there would be, what I moſt earneſtly . 
«long for, more Comfort, more ſpiritual 
r Chearfulneſs among them. I would 'be 
5 much in Prayer, I dull watch unto 
it. I would be a ſtrict Obſerver of Provi- 
e dence with reſpect to myſelf, my Family, 
the Church, and the World. And tho' 
* my Heart bleeds, becauſe many fall daily 
from the Truth as it is in Feſus, in theſe fad 
Times, yet may I, -urfder this Conſideration, 
e grow ſtronger i in F aith, and may my Hope 
e be as an-Anchor caſt within the Vail, as I 
e ſee the Word of God is daily hereby fulfil- 
* ling. I would not have the Signs of the 
80 "0 imes ſteal by. me without my Obſervation, 
May 1 live in longing "Yr mag of 
e the glorious Coming and Kingdom of the 
Lord Feſus-Chrift. —And, in this Frame of 
« Mind, may Death grow every Day more fa- 
e miliar to me, and may I never be in Bon- 


2 adage thro the Fear o 1 og - ; 2a 


Sven were + the Purpo ſes and Breathings of 
her pious Soul ; and, when under ſome Diels 
of Mind, ſhe writes thus, Lord, why am 
A thus ſad? thus dejected in Spirit! Alas, 
« what has Sin done! O when ſhall I put off 
<* the Body of this Death! Rleſſed be God that 
* I groan 0 it. I have too often ſought 
© the living among the dead; but 1 find no- 
< thing here below can ſatisfy my longing Soul. 
Lord, I come to thee, 1 Lperiſb, I will A 
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* af thy Feet.—Lord, what wait I for? my Hope 
* ig in thee It is in thyſelf only that I can 
* find ſolid Comfort. I give myſelf up to 
* thee: Thou, Lord, ſhalt be my God, 25 
* Portion, and my all: from this Day fo 

e my Soul ſhall follow hard after thee, and 
* thy right Hand ſhall upbold me; thou ſhalt 
e guide me by thy Counſel, and afterwards re- 
b cerve me to Glory,” Again, 

* I HAvE long labour'd under a dead and 
te ſtupid Frame, and great Barrenneſs of Mind 
* under the bleſſed Means; this is the Diſeaſe 
of the Day that cleaveth cloſe to moſt Pro- 
* feſlors. ' Lord, what ſhall I do? my Eyes are 
* up unto thee, and my Expettation is from thee, 
O give me ſome Aſſurance, that I ſhall per- 
ie ſevere in thy ways, and thou ſhalt have all 
s the Glory of it!” 

AND at another time“ I have had ma- 
«ny fore Trials of late of various Kinds, I have 
gone ſighing and groaning under the Preſſure. 
* of more Unbelicf than ever; it makes me 
1s ſtoop and go heavily; ſurely theſe are fie 
Parts that Satan did not uſe at firſt, which 
ie gives me ſome Hope that the Battle will ſoon 
te be over, ſince he commonly reſerves his 


eſt Weapons for the latter End of the Fight: 
* Lord, to thee I come, bruiſe Satan under 


„% my Feet, and the Glory ſhall be thine !” 

Again, fs 

© I BELIEVE in the midſt of Unbelief; I 

hope I can fay, I know what it is to ſtay 
6c 
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upon God in the midſt of Darkneſs, to 
< have Joy in Sorrow, and to act ſome Faith 
*in the moſt high, even when J have great 
« Cauſe to bewail my Unbelief,” Again, a 
«© My yo almoſt fail, Grace is at fo low an 
«© Ebb with me. O how unſtable an Heart have 
<< I! ready to give * all. The Spirit is much 
*« withdrawn from almoſt all God's People —1 
<< bitterly mourn that the Glory is departed from 
* Tjael, and Faith ſcarce to be found on the 
< Earth. But till, bleſſed be God, I can 
«© mourn for this; and that I feel ſome return- 
< ing Joy in the believing Hope that the Day 
* of the Lord is at hand; and can with my 
<* whole Soul cry out, Come Lord Feſus, came 
© quickly FE: | Ty 4 
AND, once more, on another Occaſion, ' ſhe 
breaths out the Comfort of her Heart .in theſe 
Words. O bleſſed State of the World 
above! to ſee God Face to Face! and to be- 
* hold the exalted Redeemer ! to enjoy the 
* Company of Angels, and of the Spirits of 
* juſt Men made perfect! What a World of 
Delight and Pleaſure muſt that be? And as 
« it will be without Interruption, ſo it will be 
« without End! O raviſhing Thought! 
There ſhall be Fulneſs of Foy and Phoeres' 
e for everniore ! Lord, bring me fafe to that 
“Harbour, though it be through never fo. 
<* rough a Sea There 1s a ſtrict r | 
te paſt between God and my Soul; he hath ſuf- 
“ fer'd me to draw nigh to him this Day, 
2 8 1 even 


ER 
36 ASrRMoON on the Death 
seven to his Throne. Let it be for my fu- 
** ture Eſtabliſhment. —— I have found the 
* Valley of Achor for a Door of Hope, and 
been made to rejoice as in the Days of my 
e Youth, as in my firſt Eſpouſals to Chriſt, 
« He has made my Light break forth as the 
1 „ Morning, and has /atisfied my Soul in Drought. 
El ſet my Hand to this, that none of God's 
e Promiſes ever fail'd me, but he has been con- 
** tinually fulfilling them to me, fram the Day I 
e firſt gave myſelf to him. I leans this Teſtimo- 
7 1 behind me forthe Encouragementof others, 
not knowing how ſoon I may be removed to 
* my everlaſting Home,” Theſe Extracts will 
give ſome Idea of the deyout and heavenly 
Temper of Mind this excellent Perſon main- 


tain d. 


II pleas'd the Lord to exerciſe her, for the 
laſt ten Years of her Life, with a declining 
State of Health; during which Time, ſhe 
paſs d through many Paroxyims of exceſſive 
Pain, and was oftentimes, in the Opinion of 
her F riends and Phyſicians, in dying Circum- 
ſtances. God was pleaſed to ſanctify this long 
and heavy Viſitation to the great Improvement 
of her "Req and to ſuch an entire Recon- 
ciliation to the divine Will, as few have en- 
Joy'd. 

HR Faith and Patience, under this long 

Affliction, were much nouriſhed by the Words' 

of my Text, together with the following 


Paſſages of Scripture, among many others, 
which 
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which often dropp'd from her Lips. 
that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew therr 
Strength: They ſhall moitnt up with Wings as 
Eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, and 
they ſhall walk and not faint d. Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee : be not diſmay d, for 1 
am thy God: I will ftrengthen thee, yea,” Tuill 
help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
Hand of my Righteouſneſs e. He hall deliver 
thee in fix Troubles: yea, in ſeven there ſhall no 
Evil touch thee f. Why art thou caſt down, 
O my Soul? Why art thou diſguieted within ne? 
Hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who 
rs the Health of my Countenance, and my God 8. 
She alſo greatly delighted in the xxxivth Palm, 
and often directed it ſhould be read to her, 
when, through her Weakneſs, ſhe could not 
read herſelf. | 
THERE was, about four Years ſince, for a 
ſhort Time, ſuch an Appearance of her Reco-" . 
very as ſeem'd to promiſe a perfect Reſtora- 
tion, when, as ſhe fat at Dinner with her Fa- 
mily round her, ſhe had a-moſt ſudden paraly- 
tick Seizure on one Side; but the perfect Ex- 
erciſe of her Reaſon continuing, ſhe declar d 
ſhe eſteem'd it the expreſs Summons of Hea- 
ven; and, having ſhed a few Tears over her 
dear Family, it is harldly poſſible to expreſs 
with what humble Reſignation ſhe ſubmitted” 
to the Stroke, and with what Chriſtian Cou- 
i 2 rage 
4 Ih. xl. 31. e Ch, xli. 10. f Job v. 19. 
F Palm xlii. 11. 
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38 A SERMON on the Death 
rage and Prefence of Mind, with what Rea- 
ſoning and Perſuaſion, ſhe labour d to calm the 
Paſſions of all about her. Repeated Attacks of 
this Kind baffled all the Power of | Medicines, 
and ſoon depriv'd her of almoſt any Capacity 
to help herſelf. Under theſe Circumſtances, 
ſhe would indeed ſometimes expreſs ſome Un- 
eaſineſs at the Delay of her defired Departure, 
faying Why am I kept here? ſure my Work 
© ſeems-to be done. What doth my heavenly 
. Father deſign by the Continuance of one in 
<« Life, nr rg 18 fo uſeleſs?” And when her 
Friends would expreſs their Defire of her lon- 
ger Stay, and apply to the Throne for it, ſhe 
would \ fay, with ſome Emotion, Let me 
* go Home, let me go Home,” To which the 
would alſo often add the dying Words of the- 
excellent Mr. Rutherford, (with whoſe Letters 
ſhe.all her Life-time intimately converſed) Glo- 
ry, Glory, dwells in Immanuel's Land, But, du- 


ring the latter Part of her Time, the farce: 


— 2 any Complaint at all, or diſcoyer'd any 
Inſtance of Impatience, but when the Seaſons of- 
public Werlhip return'd, and it was become 
8 by any Method to carry - her 
thither. 

Fo a dts Time before ber Death, | 
tho' her Speech and Memory were much im- 
pair d, ſuch was the divine Goodneſs to her, 
that ſhe ſeem'd to have no Pain, but main- 
tain d a conſtant chearful Frame of Spirit, 
waiting for her Diſſolution: and at laſt, by a 

| + - ſudden, 
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ſudden, tho' a gentle Attack of her Diſtemper, 
her precious Soul was ſet at Liberty, and, no 
doubt, fled into the Artfis of her dear Lord, 
with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 


AND now, my Dear and Honoured Brother; 
give me leave juſt to hint, for I know to 
whom I ſpeak, that you will with all Thank 
fulneſs remember the kind Hand of God, in 
giving you ſuch. a. Companion, one ſo every way 
ſuited to you, a. Helper. of your Faith and 
Joy; and that the Mercy was continued to 
you ſo long. I need not tell you God had a prior 
and ſuperior Right, and that he has taken but 
his own. The Delight of your Eyes. is gone; 
but her God, and yours, lives your u 
able Portion. She had no more Work to do 
for God or you: look then beyond the Grave, 
ſee the immortal Crown ſhe wears, and mo- 
derate your Grief; a little Time will unite 
you again in a State of perfect Bliſs and Tri- 
umph. May the God of Heaven make up 
your Loſs! and long continue your valuable 
Life a Bleſſing to the Church, your Family, 
and the world! | . 19 USES 

AND you the dear Offspring of this excel- 
lent Parent, forget you will not, I think you 
cannot, the Manner of her Converſation a- 
mong you; the many affectionate Cries ſhe 
ſent up to Heaven for you, the inſtructive 
Counſels ſhe ſa tenderly, fo early, and ſo con- 
ſtantly inſtill'd into you. You know, the. 
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dearly lov'd you; but it was for your Souls ſhe 
was chiefly concerned; and, bleſſed be God, 
the had a pleaſing Proſpect, as to every one of 
you, that her Deſires were anſwer d, and her 
Labour not in vain. Children of ſuch Parents 
as God has honour'd you with, have much 
Cauſe to be thankful, and much to anſwer for. 
The Lord enable you to copy out their Ex- 
cellencies, and may you frequently call to 
mind that your Mother liv'd much, and liv'd 
well with God in ſecret, went through the 
World with unſpotted Reputation, was beloved 
of all, eminently faithful, and greatly uſeful, — 
| Go, in the Strength of the Lord, and do 

likewiſe. 

I NEED not, tell you the Duty you owe to 
your honoured Father, you have been trained 
up from your Infancy in the Knowledge and 
Practice of it; and I am ſure, if any thing can 
make you more watchful to oblige him, this 
Providence will have its Weight with you : 
His Comfort now, under God, greatly de- 

| pends upon your Conduct. The Lord grant 
yau all ſuitable Supplies of Grace, that after 

a Life of exemplary Uſefulneſs in your dif- 

ferent Stations, you may be acknowledged of 

God, as his Children, in the Day in which he 

makes up his Fewels s. 

Ap ſhould not this mpurnful Providence, 

be of quickning and inſtructive Advantage to us 

all? The preſent State of Things, as to us, will 
41 | ſaog 
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ſoot be over; Death is before us, and dhe 
E iat the: Door k; whoſe Turn it 

d en, God only knows: Ho is 
it wich us ? Can we: fay; Our Convers' 
ſariom is in. Heaven? that if the Sum- 
mons were given out this Day, we could, 
with humble Boldneſs and Comfort, lift 
up our dying Eyes to our God and Fa- 
ther, and cry out, Whom have we in Heaven 
but thee? Or are we groveling on the Earth, 
ſenſual and carnal, unthoughtful about this 

awful and important Change, and the ne- 
.. ecflary for it. Death will ſoon 
put an End to our Condition- here, and fix 
us in an endleſs State of Joy or Woe. The 
good Lord lay it upon our Minds, fo t num- 

er our Days, that we may apply our Hearts 
unto Wiſdom k; for bleſſed, and only, and 
infinitely bleed are the dead who dye in the 
Lord, for they reſt from their Labours, and 
their Works follow them l. 


To conclude : May the Example of the 
excellent Perſon, whoſe Deceaſe gave Oc- 
cation for this Diſcourſe , be ſo happily 
bleſſed to our Advantage, as to put us up- 
on a more conſcientious Walk with God 
in ſecret, inſpire us with a greater Zeal 
for his Glory , and engage us to preſs 
more earneſtly towards the Mart; that 


when Death comes, it may find us in our 
Maiter's 


h gun v. 9. i Phil. lit. 20. * Pal. xc. 13. 
Rev. bv. 13. 3 | 
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Maſter's Work, with our Bann gi irt, and 
our: Lamps burning; and that we. = alla, to 
de everlaſting Honour of ſovereign Grace, 

may then hear him ſay, Well done good and 
22 — enter de into the Joy of 


| m Matt. xxv. 21, 
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